422. ABOMINABLE!
Abominable is a very strong adjective to use in respect of any act,
and yet we can find, even after calmly considering it, no other term equally
fitting to characterise the Draft Asiatic Ordinance published in the Trans-
vaal Government Gazette Extraordinary dated the 22nd inst. This is in comp-
liance with Mr. Duncan's forecast given at the time of the adjournment
of the Legislative Council of the Transvaal. The worst fears of the Indian
community of the Transvaal  have been realised by the Bill under
discussion.   It is in violation of many a sacred promise made to the un-
fortunate Indians residing in that Colony.   It sets at nought the British
principle of justice and fairplay, and it tramples upon the ordinary ideas
of right and wrong as they have been known1 to mankind for ages past. We
give in another column the strongly-worded protest of the British Indian
Association2 but the language used in it is none too strong even-for an official
document.   The Ordinance goes much further than* we had anticipated
from Mr. Duncan's language.   It unsettles the Indian mind as no other
measure in South Africa has ever done before. It threatens to invade the
sanctity of home.life.   Before it. Law 3 of 1885 pales into utter insigni-
ficance.   The most pitiful part of it consists In the fact that what the Boer
Government did in ignorance of facts and without meaning to do much
harm and in respect of persons not its own subjects, the British Govern-
ment is doing with the fullest knowledge of facts with the deliberate in-
tention of injuring the Indian community and in respect of British sub-
jects.   In its method, the present Government intends to surpass the Boer
Government and it would now bring under the clutches of the law those
who were outside it under the Dutch rule, namely, women, children and
non-traders.   We are much pained to notice that our contemporary, the
Johannesburg Star, welcomes the measure and actually gloats over its
stringency.   It betrays ignorance of the existing law and, therefore, deals
with generalities, dignifying by the name of "concession" that which the
Indian community interprets as an insult.   In The Star language, exemp-
tion from the Liquor Licensing Ordinance vouchsafed to "distinguished
Asiatic visitors" is a "sensible modification".   Such language in a paper
edited by an ex-private secretary of an ex-High Commissioner for South
Africa leaves little hope of justice being done by the present local Govern-
ment.   Asiatic law is to be amended not in order to fulfil promises given
to the Indian community before and after war, but it is being introduced
in order to conciliate Messrs Loveday and Company who have been
practically dictating the Asiatic policy,    Will the Home Government
silently allow the proposed injustice to be perpetrated even while the
1 The original has ",.. are known".
2 Vide "Letter to Colonial Secretary", pp. 400-3.